
September 21, 2026

President Donald J. Trump
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington D.C. 20500

Dear President Trump,

Ahead of President Xi Jinping’s upcoming visit to the White House, we implore you to 
use your meeting to strongly condemn China’s sharing of satellite information that resulted in the
deaths of three U.S. servicemembers in Jordan on July 17th, and demand that President Xi cease 
any support, cooperation, and information sharing with Iran and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC).

On July 17th, an Iranian ballistic missile struck sleeping quarters at Muwaffaq Salti Air 
Base in Jordan, killing three American soldiers and wounding four others. The Wall Street 
Journal has since reported that Iran acquired high-resolution satellite imagery of the base from 
Chinese entities both before and after the attack, intelligence that U.S. officials say was directly 
connected to the strike that killed our troops.1

Your administration knew this coordination was happening. In May, the State 
Department sanctioned three China-based firms for supplying Iran with satellite imagery of 
American and allied military facilities. Senior officials in your administration reportedly spent 
months warning their  Chinese counterparts that companies in their country were arming Iran 
with the targeting data.2

The satellite imagery is only one piece of China’s material support to Iran; Chinese firms 
have supplied key raw materials for the production of Iranian Shaheds, delivered chipmaking 
equipment to the IRGC, and sold Iran shoulder-launched missile systems, including the weapon 
that was likely responsible for the downed American F-15E Strike Eagle.3

Rather than hold Beijing accountable, you downplayed these findings. When asked 
aboard Air Force One whether you would raise the issue with President Xi, you told reporters, “I 
think he’s behaved reasonably well." 4 That is a direct and egregious betrayal of our troops.

1 https://www.wsj.com/world/u-s-links-chinese-satellite-imagery-to-iranian-strike-that-killed-three-troops-ca0b4be3

2 https://www.state.gov/releases/office-of-the-spokesperson/2026/05/disrupting-irans-overseas-military-procurement-networks/

3 https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/national-security/iran-may-used-chinese-missile-shoot-us-fighter-jet-sources-say-rcna347555

4 https://www.reuters.com/world/china/trump-dismisses-report-china-entities-helped-iran-before-attack-that-killed-us-2026-09-14/



Our servicemembers are paying the price in blood for this administration's pathetic 
refusal to confront Beijing. That must end now. Your meeting with President Xi presents an 
important opportunity to condemn China's role in arming and enabling Iran, and to demand an 
end to their support.

As veterans, we know what it means to send Americans into harm's way, and we know 
what is owed to them in return: the truth, and a Commander-in-Chief willing to hold accountable
anyone and everyone who might do harm to our troops.
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